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Name of Survey EURL Organizer Year No. of Particip. 
Labs

1st Comprehensive Pesticide Lab Survey SRM 2006 103

Analytical Status Quo AO 2006 17
Analytical Status Quo (follow-up) AO 2007 30
Analysis of Amitraz in EU-Labs (I) SRM & FV 2008 123
Analysis of Amitraz in EU-Labs (II) SRM & FV 2009 135

2nd comprehensive Pesticide Lab Survey 
Part I: Contact Data
Part II: Pesticide Scope
Part III: Supplementary Questions

SRM 2010
276
246

Coming soon
CheckYourScope mini-survey SRM 2010 203 (persons)
EU-RL-Feedback All EU-RLS 2010 350 (persons)

Additionally several various EUPT and EURL-Training feedback surveys were runned

EURL-Surveys
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EURL-Surveys

Fill-in Lab-Network DB (see EURL DataPool)
Assess the Status-Quo of network-labs
Assess the Needs and requirements of network-labs
Follow Trends & Developments within Network
Get Feedback on past + planned EURL-activities
Gain ability to better plan & justify EURL-Activities
(based on sound data)
Allow labs to make comparison with other labs
(see where they stand & get ideas what to do next) 
Promote awareness about certain aspects
(Initiate a Thinking Process…)

Aims:
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1st comprehensive Survey (2006/2007)

Laboratory scene in EU was highly diverse (N° of personnel, instruments, 
samples analyzed, pesticides targeted)
(for more details: download the report from CIRCA)

Result:

103 laboratories 
responded to survey!
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2nd comprehensive Survey (2010)

Part I: Lab Contact Data & Commodity Scopes

Part II: Pesticide scope by matrix

Part III:
IIIa: Feedback to CheckYourScope 

IIIb: Feedback to EURLs

IIIc: Complementary information

IIId: AQC  (2010/2011)

ONLINE

Excel-File

ONLINE
ONLINE

Most of the 
collected data was 
imported in EURL 

DataPool
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EURL-Survey Part I – Online Survey Tool
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Survey Participants

303 Labs were invited (264 
from EU)
Respondents:

Part I  = 276 Labs = 91% 

Part II = 246 Labs = 81%

Feedback to …

CheckYourScope = 152 
labs*

EURLs work = 225 labs**

303 Labs were invited (264 
from EU)
Respondents:

Part I  = 276 Labs = 91% 

Part II = 246 Labs = 81%

Feedback to …

CheckYourScope = 152 
labs*

EURLs work = 225 labs**

Estonia 

Latvia
Lithuania Finland

Sweden
Norway

Poland
The Netherlands

Belgium

United Kingdom

Ireland

Iceland

Spain
Portugal

France

Switzerland

Italy
Austria

Slovenia

Czech Republic

Croatia

FYR Macedonia
Greece

Bulgaria

Romania

Malta

Denmark

Luxembourg

Germany

Slovakia

Cyprus

Turkey

Hungary

* 188 labs were invited
** only one week to respond
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EU Lab-Network - Overview

Official Labs for Pesticide ResiduesOfficial Labs for Pesticide Residues

315 official labs in network:
- 273 EU-labs
- 16 EFTA-labs
- 26 EU-candidate labs
61 NRLs (+ 1x NRL from TR)
N° of labs per country:
- 1 lab (e.g. Malta, Latvia, …)
- >30 labs (Italy, Poland, …)
contact data (official email, … ) 
of 679 persons acting as 
contact persons (= Lab Admin 
in EURL DataPool)

315 official labs in network:
- 273 EU-labs
- 16 EFTA-labs
- 26 EU-candidate labs
61 NRLs (+ 1x NRL from TR)
N° of labs per country:
- 1 lab (e.g. Malta, Latvia, …)
- >30 labs (Italy, Poland, …)
contact data (official email, … ) 
of 679 persons acting as 
contact persons (= Lab Admin 
in EURL DataPool)
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Commodity Scope of OfLs 

0 20 40 60 80

Fruits & Vegetables

Cereals

Animal Origin

High Fat Content

Honey

Baby Food

Spices, Tea

% of Labs (N = 273)
(13 reported no commodity scope yet)

SRM
MRM
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Com. Scopes - Combinations / Responsibility areas
EURL-Areas covered by labs N° of labs with this combination

FV CF AO SRM
X X X X 68
X X X 33
X 28

X 26
X X X 24
X X 17
X X 15

X X 11
X X X 10

X X X 9
X X 6

X X 6
X 4

X X 3
200 

(73%)
171 

(63%)
166 

(61%)
137 

(in practice: 50%) 
(in theory: 100%)

260 
(13 labs reported no Com. Scope)

202 labs cover more 
than one EURL- 
area!
⇒
Approx. 80% of the 
EU-OLs (incl. NRLs) 
perform pesticide- 
residue-related 
activities belonging to 
the responsibility area 
of more than one 
EURL

SUM
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247 labs sent their pesticide 
scopes 
1023 different pesticides/ 
metabolites are analyzed
N° of pesticides/metab. per 
country:
Minimum: 113
Maximum: 920
Median: 373

247 labs sent their pesticide 
scopes 
1023 different pesticides/ 
metabolites are analyzed
N° of pesticides/metab. per 
country:
Minimum: 113
Maximum: 920
Median: 373

366 

204344 348

430
359

379468
749

498
350

61

606
244

536

630

482
498
412

429
128

59
366

236
223

14

328

113

920

273

300

474

518

EU Lab-Network - Pesticide Scope of OLs
Request by the COM: all official EU-labs should indicate their current 
pesticide scope (= all pesticides/metabolites targeted in each lab)

Analytes targeted by country (considering ALL 
COMMODITIES & ALL COMPOUNDS within residue def.)
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Pesticide 
scope

FV Cereal AO HFC Honey

No Labs  
sent scope 190 140 111 93 83

Max. 692 576 461 576 576
Median 160 143 52 120 48

EU Lab-Network - Pesticide Scope
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Trends in Pesticide Scope (Fruits and Vegetables)

→ Significant increase in the scope of targeted pesticide in most OfLs
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Trends in Pesticide Scope (SRM-Pesticides)

0 20 40 60 80 100

DTCs as CS2

(Amitraz)

2,4-D

Chlormequat

Fluazifop

Haloxyfop

Mepiquat

MCPA

2,4-DP

Glyphosate

Ethephon

2,4-DB

(Fenbutatin oxide)

Diquat

Amitrole

Fentin

Maleic hydrazide

Streptomycin

Cyhexatin

Glufosinate

Paraquat

Fosetyl-Aluminium

Daminozide

SR
M

-P
es

tic
id

e

% of labs covering this pesticide

% labs covering this analyte 2010

% labs covering this analyte 2007

Pesicides in brackets are not generally 
considered as SRM-pesticides

→ More labs routinely target SRM-pesticides in 2010 than in 2006
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Result of the Feedback Survey (June 2010)
Question:
In which of the following areas do you have deficiencies that 
hinder your lab from improving its performance level?

(responses of 350 NRL/OfL-experts)

EU-RLs have 
influence

45 % 38 % 
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Comments from Feedback Survey
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• Surveys are valuable tools to collect and evaluate data 
→ give insight

• 2nd Comprehensive Pesticide Lab Survey: 
→ high degree of participation 

(THANK YOU VERY MUCH!) 
→ gave an insight on the EU lab scene (N° of labs, 
commodity scope, pesticide scope) 
→ data was used to fill-in Lab-Network database

Summary
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Data used to fill-in Lab-Network database:

Part I: Lab Contact Data & Commodity Scopes
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Part I: Lab Contact Data & Commodity Scopes
Data used to fill-in Lab-Network database:
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Part I: Lab Contact Data & Commodity Scopes

Part II: Pesticide scope by matrix

Data used to fill-in Lab-Network database:
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